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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97(d) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(d), Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure Statement 
is being filed after a final action, but before the date of payment of the issue fee, and Applicant 
states under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) that each of the listed documents was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. Copies of the listed documents 
are attached. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration of relevant portions thereof by making appropriate notations on the 
attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a) exists and does not constitute an admission that each 
or all of the listed documents are material or constitute "prior art." If it should be determined that 
any of the listed documents do constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicant reserves 
the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such 
documents. 
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Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability of 
the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the documents be applied 
against the claims of the present application. 
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any further required charges or overpayments. 




Robert J. Schneider 
Reg. No. 27,383 



Date: March 13, 2003 
Chapman and Cutler 
1 1 1 West Monroe Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 
(312) 845-3919 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service a 
first class mad in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, Washington DC 20231 
on the date indicated below. 



Brenda Waltnn 



as 



Name of person mailing paper 

Signature 



Date 



